Cupar’s Fruit and blossom group (FAB)

Meeting Date: 09/03/2016 19:30
Location: Fire Station Meeting Room, Cupar
Present: Debbie Payjack, Norma Alari, Jim McLeish, Bryan Rollo, Sarah Davidson, Joy Rice, Laura Rigon, Lindy Maclean, Gavin Johnson
Apologies: Erica Benson and Keith Benson
1. Orchard Walk


a. Letter of complaint received.
Sustainable Cupar has received a letter regarding the management of Orchard Walk by the FAB group.  Whilst some of the letter was positive in terms of the community orchard, the letter raised concerns, on the main walk, that the work of the group was negatively affecting the biodiversity of the site and reducing the wildness of the habitat. 

Since the letter was received Sarah had been gathering both the thoughts of the group and also those people the group have previously consulted with before carrying out any work.   It was felt by the group that the feedback received, often verbally whilst working on the walk, has been positive overall, and that the group had always sought consultation before undertaking any work.   On the whole the groups aim had been to increase the biodiversity by building hibernaculum and adding bird boxes and also to improve the walk in the terms of reducing the invasive Himalayan balsam, pruning the newer fruit trees, open the area to increase the understory and of course litter picking.  

It was felt by the group it was important to take on board the contents of the letter. There are issues with the site in that some of the trees have been felled recently by the council for health and safety reasons and there are others where this may be necessary in the future.  There is also a concern that the area has flooded several times in recent years and some of the trees which were already planted along the walk may not be suitable.

The group agreed to respond to the letter and also to consider formalising their actions along the route in the terms of a Management plan and to also ask the person who wrote the letter if they'd like to be involved with the group in the future.

Action:  Gavin to write a response to the letter received.
Action:  Group to look at developing a management plan for the area.

b. Orchard Bulb planting.
The snowdrops from Monimail have been planted in the orchard.  The crocus and daffodil are also up and beginning to flower. In the autumn more bulb planting will be done.

c. Fife's Buzzing
A wild flower meadow will be planted in the community orchard for the Fife's buzzing project at the end of April/May.  The date is to be confirmed.

d. Benches/Information Board for Orchard Walk
From the Locality budget funding FAB received, approximately £1400 was spent on the community orchard benches which means there is £2100 of funding left.  The budget for signage is £1500. John has volunteered to make the information board and has some hard wearing wood which could be used for the purpose.  It was discussed whether QR codes might be less intrusive than normal signage?  Should there be a place where people can record sightings?  Volunteers were requested for a subgroup to look at the signs.  Sarah, Jim (providing any meetings occurred after Cupar Could) and Laura volunteered.   Debbie will ask John if he is able to attend the subgroup to give advice on the wood.

2. Cupar Could
A series of discussion is due to take place over  17th  and 20th March looking at establishing a community vision for the city centre.  There's a number of workshops planned and the group were asked to think about the town centre from a FAB point of view as well, for example sustainable planting in and around town centre.  Further information is available at the Cupar Could website -  cuparcould.com.
3. Fruit Trees
The fruit group has bought two fruit trees (a pear and a plum) at a cost of £36.00 including stakes and ties for Kilmaron School, these need planting.  Letham primary also have £100 of their own budget to spend on fruit bushes and trees.  Norma and Bryan are looking to arrange the planting at Letham.

4. Bonemeal
Sarah has purchased bone meal for the community orchard and Elmwood.  There is also well rotted dung and leaf mould available from Monimail (in return for some hands on support!) and compost available from West Sands in St Andrews.

5. Elmwood Plot
Work is taking place this Sunday 11:00 – 13:00 all welcome.   John will be putting up the posts, thanks are offered to Rob for sorting out the raspberries and Sarah has brought some wire.

6. Care Home Pruning
Sarah is hoping to prune the care home trees ASAP.

7. Any other business
Could FAB apply to Tesco's green bag 5p fund?   What criteria is needed to apply for this?

8. Next meeting date
13/04/2016 19:30 Cupar Fire Station Meeting Room

